“Snappily if not elegantly written, this well-informed chronicle
captures the distinctive nature of winemaking in a country challenged
by an unforgiving climate and political and economic instability.”
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MEANS TO
BEA Almost 40 years after his unsuccess-
DEMOCRAT ful campaign for the presidency, the

liberal Democrat addresses the state of
the party, and the state of the country, in
what reads like a long stump speech.
Whether embracing the label “bleeding-heart liberal” as “a
compliment,” arguing that “the erosion of the American way of
life began in 1981, when Ronald Reagan became president” or pro-
claiming of the Republican “faith in supply-side economics” that
“the idea isn't worth a hoot in a rain barrel,” the former senator from
South Dakota isn't writing to win converts from the conservative
wing or even the center. The minister’s son is preaching to the
choir, a choir that he fears might be tempted to sacrifice for politi-
cal pragmatism the ideals he maintains represent the heart of the
Democratic Party. “Food and hunger are not partisan issues. They
are human issues,” writes McGovern (Abrabam Lincoln, 2008, etc.),
who believes much the same about education, medical care, jobs,
immigration and other issues where he insists that intransigent
Republicans are uncompromisingly in the wrong. Though the can-
didate who ran his own presidential campaign on a peace platform
takes issue with the military interventions continued under Presi-
dent Obama, he is less critical of the administration’s attempts at
bipartisanship than many liberals have been: “Never during my
lifetime have [ witnessed any president beset by the narrow parti-
sanship that has plagued President Obama. The American people
elected him for his vision—of change, of hope, of compromise...
These ideals have been trampled on by Republicans.” Yet even
those who generally align with McGovern's ideology might find
curious his assertion that “I often feel that the federal government
is more sensible about spending than I am.” Though the rise of
the Tea Party suggests a vocal opposition, McGovern believes that
government is our friend—the bigger the better.
A book of heartfelt conviction that will not change a
single mind.
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Qenophile journalist Mount debuts
with a knowledgeable history of the
upscale makeover of Argentine wines.

Although wine grapes have been planted in Argentina
since the 16th century, the beverage produced for centuries

was generally cheap, low-quality plonk that only the natives
would drink. By the time bodegueros (wine-makers) like Nico-
lis Catena began trying to upgrade their product in the 1980s,
they were also hampered by outdated equipment and meth-
ods and unhygienic conditions. Catena and his peers learned
from upstart California vintners, who took on the French
and won a paradigm-changing 1976 taste test, that it was pos-
sible to create high-quality wines outside France. But at first
they worked with Chardonnay and Cabernet grapes, wanting
to improve Argentina’s image with the type of wines every-
one considered the best. The humble Malbec grape, almost
extinct in its native France but doing well for centuries in
Argentina’s warmer, sunnier climate, was disdained as coarse
and heavy. Yet once Argentina’s bodegueros had modernized
their facilities and methods to gain a foothold in the inter-
national market for fine wines, it was Malbec that gave put
them over the top with “a world-class wine—wine that had
a sense of place, of terroir” In Mount’s savvy recounting,
Malbec and the U.S. fine-wine market grew up together; the
wine’s fruity quality suited American consumers, who were
also attracted by its high value-for-money ratio. But many of
the American winemakers who rushed into Argentina in the
90s, thinking they could duplicate the locals’ success, came
to grief over their inability to deal with local business prac-
tices, most spectacularly California’s Kendall-Jackson Wine
Estates. Mount skillfully interweaves multiple story lines
and personalities, including foreign consultants like French-
man Michel Rolland and American Paul Hobbs.

Snappily if not elegantly written, this well-informed
chronicle captures the distinctive nature of winemak-
ing in a country challenged by an unforgiving climate and
political and economic instability. (12 ilustrations; map)
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A roving Vanity Fair journalist takes a
swaggering stab at the Inquisition.

There were many Inquisitions—also
lowercased—and inquiring author Murphy (4re We Rome?: The
Fall of an Empire and the Fate of America, 2007, etc.) traces the ten-
tacles of the righteous persecution of “heretical depravity” up to
the present, when the fallout from 9/r1 especially reawakened
the urge for surveillance, censorship, torture and a general “us
versus them” mentality. The author first explores the three insti-
tutions that bore the name: the Medieval Inquisition, put into
effect in 1231 by Pope Gregory IX in order to quash the heretical
Cathars in southern France; the Spanish Inquisition, launched
by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella in 1478; and the Roman
Inquisition, taken up with relish under Pope Paul III, in 1542,
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